A CERTAIN RULE 


To Find out 


JHow many Honeſt Men there are in this NA TI ON. 
"1 Fitted for the Uſe of all Sorts, 
Whether Church-of=England= Men, Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, or Papiſts. 
And Proper to be Set up 


Inall Schools, Shops, Parlours, Chambers, or Cloſets, both in City and Country, in Court and Camp. 


| 


Pub 31. 1688. This may be Printed, Reb. Midgley. 


| |; has been ſo faſhionable of late, I hawe had a Temptation of putting the Work forward, not in ſuch manner as may any ways give Offence either to God or Man ; but (o as to make it accoptable 
on oo _ ob--aafe ow i -_ adb ho & an Enquiry into the ſeveral Divi "*Y in thu Nation, as to diſcover, ſuch a Party to comprebend an Hundred to One of ſuch another : Another to be a Third Part 
of the Nation, 8c. So many Church-of-England: Men, ſo many Papiſts, /o many Dillenters, Oc..1 earneftly beg theſe Accountants to look over their Lifts again, and rel me, bow many of St. Paul's Chriſtians there 

] are among #t them all. A Catalogue of theſe would be an Excellent Work, and much more Edifying than all the rett; for however ſome may pleaſe themſelves, that they Foyn with ſuch a Communion ; others, that they 
1 Aſſemble with ſuch a Congregation, yet all this is but an Empty Name, a Vain Satiifattion, if they are not of this Liſt of St. Paul's Chriſtians. I do not intend by thu, as if St. Paul ſet up a Particular Order of Chri- 

i jans by bimſelf, diftin#t from thoſe, who were the true Followers of Chri#t, but I call thoſe St. Paul's Chriſtians, wbo fill up that Prattical Charatter of a Chriſtian; as « deſcribed by St. Paul, and lead their Lives ac- 

| p cording to thoſe Rules and Dire&ions given by this A ofthe in hu Epiſtles extant mn Holy Writ. For St. Paul taking occaſion in bis Letters he Writ to the Firft Chriſtians of ſeveral Nations, to preſcribe them a Method of their 
F nd Converſation ; what they ought to do, and what to avoid ; "tis certam, that in them he ſpoke tows; that in reproving their Follies and Extravagancies, be condemn'd ours ; and in giving Direftions to them, be mſtrutt- 
IJ ed us in the Conditions and Qualifications of #2, Chriſtians. *Tis a Lift then of ſuch as live according to theſe Rules and Diredtions laid down by St. Paul, I would gladly ſee; and to give ſome Encouragement to the belping this 


N | forward, I'll here ſet down ſome of the Chie Qualities and Conditions requir'd by St. Paul for ſuch s good Chriſtian, 


nw MF xo SAR we AE. AAS - ns 


Some Principal Conditions and Qualifications neceſſary for every honeſt Man and good Chriſtian, as ſet down by St. Paul. 


Þ :4 all Unrighteouſneſs, Fornication, Wickedneſs, Cove- | Rom: 12. 9,10, Let hy Love be without Diflimulation : abhor that which is | (a) Eph.5.15,16, (4) Ler him walk circumſpectly, redeeming the time, . under- 
C7 (a) Rom1.29. af honor hy homme - ack = Murder, Debate, Deceit, | ''» 1» 13 Evil, clege to that which is Good : Be kindly affectioned to | 17-2921+ ſtanding what the Will of the Lord is, giving thanks always for 
(b) Rom. 1.29, Malignity 3 (b) Not to be a Whiſperer, Backbirer, Hater of God, Neighbow with Brotherly Love : Nor {lothful in Buſineſs, fer- | (b) Pþi4.27. all things, ſubmirting ro others in the fear of God. (b) Let his 
ZO, 31. Deſpirful, Proud, Boaſter, Inventor of Evil Things, Diſobedient vent in Sprit, ſerving the Lord ; Patient in Tribulation ; continu- Converlarion be as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
tO 


arents, Covenaat-breaker, withour Natural Aﬀection, Impla- ing inſtargin Prayer ; given to Hoſpitality. XVL 
Phil. 4, 5, 8 Let his Moderation be known unto all Men. Let him think 


auble; Unmerciful. > I” 

. IT. Ron. 12. 14,16, Let hinBleſs them which Perſecurte him ; Bleſs, and Curſe not : on whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whar- 

IJ #2) Rom.2.8. (a) Not to be Contentious ; (b) not ro do Wrong, not to Defraud | ;, 18,19,20,21. Mind notHigh Things ; Be not Wiſe ia his own conceir. Re- foever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, wharſoever 
{b) Rom. 6.8. gur Brethren, (c) nor Corrupt any Man ; (4) nor to be a Fornica- compencew Man Evil for Evil ; Live Peaceable, as much as in things are of good report ; If there be any verrue, if there be any 

"F (c JS w tor, nor Idglajer. age Adulterer, nor-Effeminare, nor Abuſer of him- | way all Men, Avenge not himſelf, Feed his Enemy, praile, let him think on theſe rhings. 

3 a wiyg a. F ”— ——— nor Good #: Be not overcome of Evil, bur overcome Evil with XVII 

an - a Re . x (a) Coloſ.1.10. > him walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleaſing, being 

8 (4) Not to Bire and Devour others ; not to fulfil the Luſts of | p,.13.1,5,7.8, Let hi | ao | | irful in every good work, and increaſing in the knowledge of 
| 6) Gl£35:tfhe Fleſh ; to avoid Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanne6, Laſci- | 13. = fot nor ents We Lgher Powers ; he muſt needs be ſub" | ()Cabſ3.125 God. (6) Ler him ſeek thoſe things which are above, ſer his affe- 


viouſneſs, Idglatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Seditions, He- der to alt their Durs ; {Owe no Man any thing, Burg Ron o= tings above, not on things on the Earth, Ler him morti-. 
Iþbeſ. 4-25, refies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkennefs, Revelings. (b) To pur another. Ler him walk hcheſtly, ain the Day; no in Kioting and. fie his Members, which are upon earth, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
f, 27,28, 29 away Lying, and every Maa ſpeak Truth with his Neighbour ; Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering and Wantonneſs, not in irife Inordinare Aﬀection, Evil Concupiſcence, and Covetouſnes, which 
Let not the Sun go down upon his Wrath ; nor give place ro the and Envying. s Idolatry, 
Devil ; Let him thar ſtole, ſteal no more, ler no corrupr Commu- > 40 | XVIIL 
nication proceed our of his Mouth, mmm js romagry: (4) Let him not Jadge his Neighbour: 76) Being Revil'd, ler | Coloſ3.12,13, "ht mfp the Bowels of Mercies, KindneG, HumbleneL; 
. b 
Cc 


: IV. 1. Cor. 4. 12- him Bleſs; Perſecuted, ler him ſuffer ir : (c) Let him have Charity. | 147+ of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, Forbearing and Forgiv: 
) Epheſe 4 311 (4) Let all Birrerneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and ) 1 C.13-4+ Charity ſuffereth long, is kind, envierh not, vaunteth not itſelf, is others, that have a Quarrel againſt him. And —_ all > ray = 
)Ib.5.3,4,11. Evil Speaking, be put away from him. (b) Bur Fornication, and | 5%: not puff'd up, doth nor behave ir ſelf unſeemly, ſeekerh not her him pur on Charity, which is the Bond of Perfe&neG ; And what- 
all Uncleannels, or Coverouſneſs, let it nor be once named : Nei- own, is nor eaſily provok'd, thinketh no Evil, rejoyceth not in Ini- ſoever he does in Word or Deed, ler him do all in the Name of the 
ther Filthinels, nor Fooliſh Talking, nor Jeſting, which are not quity, bur in the Truck, bearerh all things, believerh all things, Lord Jelus, 
convenient ; And ler him have no fellowfhip with the unfruirful hopeth all things, endureth all things. XIX 
works of Darknels, but rather _— them. NIL (a) Coleſc4.2,5- (a) Ler him congfane in Prayer, and walk in Wiſdom toward 
; # "oy - | (a)2 Cor.7.1. (a) Let him cleanſe himſelf from all filthineſs of the Fleſh and | (b) 1 7heſ:4.11, thent that are without. (b) Ler him ſtudy to be quier, and do hi 
(2. 3, 14+ 00 heking Sy dane CON or gry Song ge” b) Gal.5. 16, . Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the fear of the Lord. (b) Ler|} (c) i Theſ.5.6, 92 buſinels, (c) Ler him warch, and = From —_ — 
Mali . Blalphem Filth Denies our of his Mouth "_ him walk in the Spirit. The Fruit of the Spirit is LG Peace, | $1422 plare of Faith and Love, and for an Helmer, the Hope of Salva- 
— I wo y VL ; Long-luffering, Gentleneſs, GoodneGs, Faith, Mecknels, Tempe- ___ him waſh Ln __ are Unruly, comfort the Feeble- 
t Theſſs.15. (a) Let him nor render Evil for Evil; (6) Nor give hecd to mn wages PY. 39 cat, be patient toward all Men, and abſtain 


, XIIL from all appearance ofgEvil. 
T * 42 bl bl . : : 
1 Tim. 1. 4, Fables, Let him not be Prophane, nor a Murderer, nor Lyer, nor @ Gal524:25, (4) If he be Chriff's, he has crucified the Fleſh, with the Aﬀe- os XX. 
PAR L 


= Perjur'd. (c) Ler him not be High-minded, nor truſt in uncer- QC CLE | \tt ; : 
2%: ian rs, Riches? avoid Prophane _ Vain Babling, and oppoſition Ctions and Luſts, If he live in the Spirit, let him walk in the Spirir ; a) 2 7h:[3.6 (4) Let him withdraw himlelf from every Brother, thar Walk- 
1 Tim. 4. 7. of Science, vainly fo called, (d) and refuſe prophane and old ler him nor be deſirous of Vain-glory, provoking none, envying eth diſorderly, and not after the Tradition received from the Apo- 
| Wives Fables. (b) Gal6.9,10. none. (b) Let him not be weary in well-doing : let him do good (b) i 7im.1.18, ſtles. {b) Let him war a good Warfare, holding Faith and a good 

VII. unto all Men, 19 Conſcience, (c) Ler him follow after Righteouſne(s, Godline(s, 


) 2 Tim.3.2, (a) Not to be a lover of his Ownſelf, nor Covetous, nor a Boa- XIV. (c) 1 716.11. Faith, Love, Patience, Mecknels. 
& ſter, Proud, Blatpkemer, Unthankful, Unholy, a Truce-breaker, | Zpheſ. 41,2,3, Let him walk worthy of the Vocation, wherewith he is called ; XXL 
nor a Falſe Accuſer, Inconrinent, Fierce, or a Deſpiſer of thoſe | 15, 3- with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing his (a) 2 Tima.1g. (a) Ler every one, that nametrh the Name of Chriſt, depart from 
that are good ; Nor a Traytor, Heady or > pany 3 nor a Neighbour in Loye ; endeavouring to keep the Uniry of the Spi- (b) Heb.r3;5,7, Iniquity. (b) Ler his Converſation be withour Covetouine, and 
) 7ir.3.2, lover of Pleaſures more than of God. (6) And ſpeak Evil of no rit in the Bond of Peace, ſpeaking the Truth in Love, and being | ;;, '"* be content with ſuch things as he has. Ler him remember thoſe that 
Man. * kind to others. have the Rule over him, and ſubmir himſelf, 


k | 
| Theſe ire ſome of the chief Qualifications preſcrib'd by St. Paul, for every good Chriſtian, who deſires, as in Name, fo in Life and Converſation, to be a Member of Chriſt : fo that whatſoever elſe may be required to make up his Character, 
"tis C2ain, let a man be nnder what Denomination he thinks belt, whether of Church of England, Diſſenter, Papift, &c. yet all will avail nothing, unleſs he takes care ro comply with theſe Directions of the Apoſtle. And ore let the 
olic Doftrine and Purity of Faith be profels'd and raught where ir will, yer 'tis a vanity to reckon all thoſe for erue Members of that Communion, who only joyn in Worſhip, aſſemble to Hear, and approve the- DoRtrine: For this is not 
Hough 3They muſt, beſides all this, /ive the Life of erue Chriſtians, obſerve whar St. Pau! preſcribes, and avoid whar he forbids and declares to bediſpleaſing to God. This then indeed will do ; Thele are Chriſtians to the purpoſe ; And there- 
xe, whErhe next Liſts are made, and there is an Account of ſo many that go to this Congregation, and ſo many to another, I would have the Rolls lookr dver again, and from every Congregation be deducted, all thoſe that are Umnri heeous, 
ornicats, Covetous, Malicious, Deceitful, Backbiters, Drunkards, Unclean, Contentious, Lyers, Curſers, &c. and fo on, according to what St. Paul directs above ; and then thoſe that remain, will be a choſen Number, and the true Members every 
Tommutn. And a Liſt of theſe it is I ſhould gladly ſee: Perhaps you'l think there will be bur a hin Number left behind ; and it may be fo indeed : Bur then whar a ſtrange Generation are we faln into,in which all are ſo ſeemingly Zealous in 
tontendl for the Truth of Chriſtianiry,and yer when we come to calt up the Account the right way,there are ſo few Chriſtians in earneft tobe found amongſt us ! Bur whar ſhall we ſay, The Ballance of Men is deceitful. Their Account is caſt up by 
* Katves, hour due conſideration ; They reckon what Congregation they 20 to; what Doftrine they hear and believe ; but not ſo much what their Lives are. And what ſignifies it, what their Faith is, if they live the Lives not of good Chriſtians, but 
ther ofihnbelievers ! A Chriſtian Faith, with an HeathemſÞ Life will never carry a Man to Heaven. *Tis fitting therefore, every Man ſhould call himſelf to a more juit Account, and nor only conſider, whether he goes eo Hear and Y/orſhip, but 
kewilew he Lives. Theſe Directions of St. Paul may lerve for this purpoſe, by which, if he Daily or Weekly examine himſelf, he'll ſoon find, what Grounds he has for zrue Peace of Conſcience. I humbly recommend therefore this Paper to all 
S of . .- . . : o , 

moſh. Teachers, of what Communion or Perſwaſion ſoever, rhat they weigh it ſeriouſly; and remember, that a Congregation of Hearers, and not of Doers, of Believers, and not of Livers, will One Day be little to their Credit : That al Opi- 

pions a dofirines are alike to the Evil Liver 3 And thar 'tis to lirtle purpoſe to keep rheir Flock to a Party, if they ler them run into Hell by their wicked Lives. ” 
* 2b. ll Privare Perſons ; Thar they peruſe ir carefully, and neyer elteem themſelves truly Members of any Chriſtian Congregation, till rhey make it their buſineſs to conform their Lives to theſe Directions of St. Paul. ' It matters not where 
they afſen, if they have their Hearts full of Bitterneſs and Anger, Full of Malice and Revenge ; If they lye under the Guilt of Hicontinency and Coverouſneſs, of Drunkenneſs and Injuſtice z If they have not crucified the Fleſh, with the Aﬀettions and 

Luſts 3 Heir Converſation be not as becomes the Goſpel of Chri#t. Fa however theſe may flatter themſelves with the Name of Catho/ich, or Reformed Chriſtian, yer *tis certain do not belong to Chrift, 

3/9. Ill thoſe, who being Members of no Congregation, hope to (ave their Souls, by 1:ving Honeſtly and Fuſtly, and giving every one their own ; That they reflect upon thele Rules and Direfions of Sr. Pau!, and remember, that their Honeſtly 
and Fuſtlo render them pleaſing ro God, muſt include a Compliance with all that # here diretted by ths Apoſtle ; and that they deceive themſelves, if withour all th, they think their Honeſtly and Fuſt ly will ever rank them among the Bleſſed. Ler 
theſe Mtte to conform their Lives in earneft to this Model of a Chriſtian Prattice, and then I don't queſtion bur *rwill be available ro them. 

And & the obſervance of theſe Directions, gather'd our of Holy Writ, is a common Concern of all, I recommend them heartily ro all, whether Church-of-England-Men, Papiſts, Presbyterians, Anabaptiſts, Independents, or Quakers, putting then 
in mindhat however they may think themſelves oblig'd ro differ from one another in other things, yet that in theſe Duties they are all oblig'd to agree : Let them all therefore examine their Lives and Converſations, and often call themſelves toan 

= Accounty theſe Directions of St. Paul ; let them have them always in ſight, both in their Shop, their Parlour, their Chamber, and their Cloſer, thar ſo they may never forget their Dury. And after a ſhorr Obſervation both of themſelves and 
others, th on diſcover, who are the honeft Men and good Chriſtians. This too will ſoon remoye our Animoſities, and eſtabliſh a Common Peace ; and otherwile, *cis to be fear'd, that notwithſtanding all the Zealous Prerences to the Tr«th, we 


| Call in art time quite loſe the Prattice of Chriſtianity, whil'{t we contend for the Name. 
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